MAJ.-GEN. WILLIAM FARRAR SMITH.
LATE   UNITED   STATES   ARMY.
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Institution : T T would not come within the limits of my abilities or your wishes to attempt a formal eulogy on the character and services of Winfield Scott Hancock, and I will detain you but a few moments to speak of some of the prominent qualities of our friend and companion-in-arms, as unfolded to me during an acquaintance of more than forty years, and to relate some fewr incidents in his career in the early part of the war, wrhich came within my personal knowledge, and \vhich all pointed to the magnificent record he made for himself as a leader of men. Together three years at West Point, in after periods we were joined in close official connection, and, I believe, without ever a word to mar our perfect official and personal relations.
The strikingly handsome boy, whom I first knew at West Point, was popular for his genial disposition and pleasant manners, though behind these
231irit, but his name lives evermore.e and teacher. Finally, as stated at the be-ives. But the distinguished honor belongs to him of being the first officer in high command, south of the Potomac, since the close of the civil war, who has given utterance to these noble sentiments in the form of a military order.
